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Ellen Creager: There's still time to book a holiday travel bargain
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The McMNamara Terminal at Detroit Metro Airport, bustling with people, is a busy gateway for travelers throughout the
year. [ Eric SealsiDetroit Free Press



Deliver your loved ones a Christmas surprise - a wisit from you.

FILED UMDER
Commentary And Despite the constant drumbeat of advice that travelers should plan
Criticism ahead and book early, the truth is that procrastinators can still score

Ellen Creager
Roval Oak

last-minute travel bargains that wion't break the bank.

"If you travel Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, ywou can still get some
deals," said Mark Drusch, chief supplier relations officer for Cheap-
J-Alr, a discount travel website.

Last-minute travelers looking for vacation spots should avoid
wiarm-weather havens and "look for places people don't normally go
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this time of year, like Seattle or Portland,
wihich are pleasant and without tourists " he
said.

He also likes Europe, especially Vignna,
Rome, Amsterdam and Paris, which, he notes
are "great places to spend Mew Year's Eve "
Airfare to these destinations is about $1,100
round-trip for the last two weeks of December.

For ski spots, try Michigan resorts, which still
had some limited availability as of Sunday
Eoyne Highlands, for example, still had room
some days Christmas weelk, but Boyne
Wountain was nearing capacity, reservations
clerks said.

About 2.9 million Michiganders are planning to
travel more than 50 miles away from home
between Dec. 22 and Jan. 1, according to
AAA Michigan.

+ RELATED: Howi to power dowin, protect your
house when going on vacation
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A Free Press look at prices reveals some
other trends:

« MNonstop flights from Detroit on Christmas
Eve are cheaper than nonstop flights io
Detroit. That means that a lot of people are
fiying into Michigan -- coming home for the
holidays. So, it's likely cheaper if you fiy out to
wisit them instead. For example, flying nonstop
from Detroit to Mews Yorlk LaGuardia Dec.
24-27 is $230 round-trip, but flying the
opposite direction on the exact same dates is
$776.

* Best airfares on Christmas Eve? Fly from
Detroit to Baltimore, Chicago Midway or St

Louis for round-trip fares under $300.

+ Think alternate transportation. Take the Megabus from Detroit to
Cleveland sarly on Dec. 24 for just $15. Take Amtrak from Detrait to
Chicago for $33. Or, you can rent a car at Budget/Avis in Royal Oak
Christmas Eve morning through Dec. 27 for $158 and drive as far as
you can getin three days.

+ Last-minute cruise deals exist, said Scott Hunter, owner of Cruise
Holidays in Rochester. One s a seven-day cruise out of San Juan on
Foyal Caribbean Adventure of the Seas leaving Dec. 30, It costs
$399 plus tax.

« What's the quickest route to a last-minute vacation? Call a travel
agent, who will quickly know what's realistic at this paint and what to
forgo. Or check last-minute travel sites lilke wwey expedia.com/p/mult-
deallast-minute htm. Find last-minute vacation rentals in Michigan or
around the world at sites like wiwiw vrbo com



«When flying over the holidays, book nonstops, if possible. If not, fly
through wiarm-weather airports like Phoenix, avoid Denver and
Zhicago O'Hare when you can. "vou don't wiant to be the person
sleeping on a bench at the airport on Christmas," Drusch said.

« [f you desperately want to go to the Caribbean or Mexico and
absolutely cannot find anything affordable in the next three weeks, try
for mid-danuary There's a Wl between Christmas and the winter
tourist season.

In the next 10 days, prices likely will fluctuate as travel suppliers make
last-minute adjustments to fill their planes, ships, traing and resorts.
S0 keep tabs.

And getyourself home or away for the holidays.

Contact Ellen Creager, 313-222-6458 or screagenDireepress.com.
Follow her on Twitfer @ellencreager

More Details: Holiday travel 2012 by the numbers

« A6% of us will travel, up 2% from last year.

« 2% increase in flying, but a 2% decline in airline capacity It means
wig'll be packed like sardines.

« 25% jump in car rental reservations at neighborhood locations,
indicating mare of us renting cars instead of driving our owin.

« 5% of us still stubbornly waiting for airfare prices to drop before
booking haliday flights.

« 9% of us will stay with family or friends once we reach our
destinations.



