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Airfare deals still available for late-summer travel

Ajrfares are up as much as $10 round-trip on many domestic routes after several LS. legacy and low-cost
carriers lastweek matched a recent price hike by Lnited Airlines.

Experts say the move iz a lastminute bid to hoost revenue hefore travel demand wanes as children head hack
to schoal.

"Airlines are definitely trying to end summer with a hit of a bang"
Travelzoo Seniar Editor Gahe Saglie said of recent increases.
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Still, the late-summmer travel outlook isn't all bad.
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Tickets, Hurry Boak Naw! "We are still seeing some good price points for lastminute

travelers," zaid Bill Miller, senior executive of CheapOair "Travelers
just needto he ready to grab a dealwhen they see it"
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Cthers say airfares aren't going up again, at least not far now.

"ispven the slower fall season staring at the end of August, itis unlikely we will see another hike in the next few
months," said Rick Seaney, CEO of FareCompare.cam.

Seaney said the recent hike, however, does show airlines are canfident about keeping their planes full fromJuly
through September.

The good news for Sauth Flaridians is that aifares to several destinations, padicularly from Fort Lauderdale-
Holywiood International Airport, rermain lower than last sumimer.

The average round-trip airfare from Fort Lauderdale to RMew Yorkwas $186, compared with $223 last vear,
hased on searches inJuly on Flyv.com, an aifare search engine.

Fartravel from Fort Lauderdale to VWashington, DG, the average airfare was §178, down 11 percent from last
vear's average price of $201, Fly.com data showed. Flights to Atlanta, Los Angeles and Las Vegas were also
trending lower this summer,

Auerage airfares from Miami to Besy York and to Washington, however, were higher than last summer, at §310
and $268 round-trip.

Travelers depatting South Florida airparts that offer more lowe-cost carriers have greater odds of finding maore
affordable fares and availahility, Saglie said. “Wery often it's these low-cost carriers that will drive pricing.”



Spirit, JetBlue and Southwest are among low-cost airlines aperating lights from Fort Lauderdale and West
Falm Beach airports.

Still, experts warn travelers who haven't bought tickets vet that time is running outto snag decent fares,
especially if traveling before Aug. 20 —the official end of sumimer for aitlines this year. Ater that, prospects tend
to he better as fares typically drop.

"Discounts and sale fares [overall] have been much harder to come by this summer” said Jeff Klee, CED of
CheaphAir.cam. "When yau haak and when youo fly are bigger factors now"

Klee said travelers have a better chance of finding airfare deals iftraveling midweek to midweek — for example,
artiving and departing on a Tuesday or'Wednesday.

Iffiying before Aug. 20, travelers should be persistentin checking prices, and hook at least 14 days in advance
or maore of their travel date, Klee said.

Others say lastminute travelers searching for airfare deals should keep an open mind.

"Across the board, flexibility is the key" Sadlie said.



