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Cheap fare
for flying?
That boat
has sailed

Deals tough to find
for holiday flights

By Steve Stephens

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

There's no place like home for
the holidays — but, for some fliers,
the best time to buy a ticket might
already have passed.

“The sobering fact is that if you're
looking for cheap travel for Thanks-
giving, you're probably too late,”
said Mark Drusch of online travel-
booking website Cheapoair.com.

Budget-minded travelers who
know how to play the game, Drusch
said, already have booked fares for
any Christmas and New Year's
travel, too.

“For peak travel days. the air-
lines’ cheap, cheap seats are sold
nine months out,” Drisch said. “So
if you don't have your tickets, you
should immediately start looking
for the flights you want.”

Overall this year, holiday fares are
up about 3 percent from a year ago
because of airline consolidation
and reduced numbers of flights,
said Brian Ek of Priceline.com.

Fares for domestic flights close to
Thanksgiving are averaging $393
round trip, compared with $382 in
2011, according to Priceline. Trav-
elers flying during the Christmas
holiday should expect to pay about
$430 round trip, $10 more than last
year,

George Hobica, founder of fare
tracker Airfarewatchdog.com, said
that fliers who aren't picky might
want to wait for a preholiday mark-
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