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The last few months of the year tend to blur by, The Halloween pumpking have barely been
kicked to the curb before Thanksgiving prep starts. And don't be surprised to see Christmas
decorations at the grocery store while you're crossing off your Turkey Day shopping list.
Flanning an affordable wacation or flights to join family and friends over the holidays can seem
like one maore impossible task. But it's not too late . YWith some insider advice on deals and

rewards you can still concoct a wallet-friendly last-minute escape in time for Thanksgiving,
Christras or Mew ear's Eve.

Use Flexible Travel Dates

"It's only too late ifyou're not flexible" says John DiScala of Johnmydet.com, who abvays recommends using
the "flexible dates" option when searching for flights around the busy holiday travel weeks. "There will bhe
days that are much cheaper to travel on ifyou're just flexible by a few days," says DiScala, pointing to the
dead weeks -- the weeks after Thanksoiving and the week after Mew Year's -- as the hesttime to score
cheaper airfares. [fyou have miles and points, the holidays may be a good time to use them as well. While
reward availahility during peak travel periods can be scarce, yourwillingness to be flexible with dates {(and
airports) can pay off.

Incorporate Off-Peak Travel Days

Sometimes incorporating just 1 off-peak day of travel into your fare can significantly decrease the cost. Even
ifyou need to travel on an airpott-crazed day to reach vour destination (in the few days leading up to
Christmas, far example, ar on the day before Thanksgiving), cansider hooking your return for Mews Year's
Euwe night ar the Saturday after Thanksdiving (instead of Sunday), when most travelers would prefer to be
celehrating than navigating airport security. And ifyou're flexible enough to My an Christmas Eve ar
Christmas Day and return on Mew Year's BEve ar Mew Year's Day, airfare savings can be greater still,
sometimes by as much as 25 to 50%.
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Look Beyond Nonstop Flights

Boaoking flights with 1 layover instead of nonstop flights also helps reduce the averall fare. And consider
flying into an alternative airport (BYYl instead of Washinaton's Culles ar Reanan airports, for example, or FL
Lauderdale/Holywood instead of Miami) to further cut costs.

Snag Deals at Travel Sites

Travel Expert Stefanie Michaels of Adventure Girlrecomimends the website Yapta to track fluctuating airfares
hefore booking and to receive alerts when your fare drops after vou book the website helps gauge ifit's
warth changing wour fare, considering the airline's change fees and amaount ofthe price drop). SkyScanneris
another favarite budget travel toal, says Michaels: "It not anly highlights deals on mainstream airlines but it
basically shows you all the aiflines out there offering fares to your destination.” Tim Leffel, authar of The
Woriel's Cheapest Destinations, recammends loaking at Farecompare. com, which shows you a map with
fares from your home city, Far airline fare comparizons, check out Kayak or Hipmunk. And to research
reward flight options, check out MileWise.

Consider Oftf-FPeak Travel Destinations

Cities that regularly host conventions can be good places to find lastminute hotel deals over the holidays,
says Tim Leffel. "Sametimes yvou can find a last-minute deal in cities like Orlando ar Las Vegas just
bhecause there are 50 many hotels to il and no conventions going on (atthis time of yean," he says.

And for beachside lounging, don't lirnit vourselfto Florida, Consider sandy (and cheaper) spots in other
warm destinations along the Georgia and Texas coastlines, including towns like Tybee 1sland near
Savannah and Galveston. Many hotel rooms in Galveston sell at or below $100 per night in Movember and
December; you might find even lowear rates by using Hotwire ar Pricelinge. The winter months are alsa the
offseason in European travel hot spots such as London, Paris, Berlin, Venice and Rome, and offer a good
chance to find deeply discounted hotel rooms.
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Buy 2 One-Way Tickets

Don't be afraid to piece together 2 one-way tickets on multiple carriers when it's cheaper, versus limiting
yvourselfto a roundtrip on a single carrier. Instead of searching for a roundtrip flight an a site like Orbitz, for
example, do 2 separate searches to and from your destination using the 1-way option. Often, the total price
can amountto less than when you're booking a return simply due to the different options that pop up.

[4

Check Fares Early Morning

The titne of day vou actually sit down to hook yvour flight can also affect the cost of a fare, says Mark Drusch of
Cheapoair. Drusch recammends checking airfares early in the morning since aitlines update their inventory
and prices overnight. The maore carriers servicing a destination the more competition, and, in turn, the lower
the fares are likely to be. Los Angeles and Denver are among the top 4 domestic destinations for Christrmas
travel with Cancun, Aruba and Massau among the maost popular international destinations. "All these
destinations hawve lats of lights from multiple airlines, making travel easily accessible fram amawhere in the
country" says Crusch.

Check Hotel Lovalty Programs

¥When it comes to hooking a hotel room over the halidays, don't forget to check in with vour hotel lovalty
program. "Many loyvalty programs have eliminated blackout dates for points redemption, so you can get free
nights even during peak season,” savs Mark Drusch. Haliday Inn's loyalty program is one such example with
no hlackout dates, and the same goes for the Hyatt Gold Passport rewards program, as well as the
Starwood Freferred Guest Program and Hilton's rewards prograrm.

Andwhile most airlines don't have hlackout dates for awward travel, there are usually limited seats available
for holiday travel to people purchasing with miles, which makes them difficultto snag. Members of credit
card programs like Chase Ultimate Reward Points, Citi Thank You Points and American Express
Membership Rewards can also use their points to book nearly any available airline ticket. Keep in mind that
this may not always be the best use of your points, howewer, as walues are quite high for transferring paints
to haotel ar airline partners compared to when you purchase using your frequent flier miles.
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Check Hotel Loyvalty Programs

When it comes to booking a hotel room aver the holidays, don't forget to check in with your hotel loyalty
program. "Many lovalty programes have eliminated blackout dates for points redemption, so you can get free
nights even during peak season," savs Mark Drusch. Holiday Inn's lovalty program is one such exarmple with
nao blackout dates, and the same goes for the Hyatt Gald Passport rewards program, as well as the
Starwood Preferred Guest Program and Hilton's resvards prograrm.

And while most airlines don't have blackout dates for award travel, there are usually limited seats availahle
far haliday travel to people purchasing with miles, which makes them difficult to snag. Members of credit
card pragrams like Chase Ulimate Reward Foints, Citi Thank You Foints and American Express
Membership Rewards can also use their points to book nearly any available airline ticket. Keep in mind that
this rmay not always be the best use ofyour points, howewver, as values are quite high for transferring paints
to hotel or airline partners compared to when you purchase using your frequent flier miles.

The holidays might be the maost hectic time of the vear, hutwou can seriously up the cheer factor when you
land a last-minute escape that doesn't break the bank.
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